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Directors Note - 

Well it’s been a strange year.  I, for one, will 
be very glad we are starting a New Year -  
2023.  Our club has gone through some 
diversity this year but we have survived.  
We are still active with meetings, events and 
rides.  A big thank you to Garry Kingsland 
for stepping up and leading some really 
great rides. 
 
Our annual ride to Russellville to tour the fall 
foliage was a success.  I will get the photos 
posted to Facebook and our website soon. 
 
We have two Gateway Region Rallies 
scheduled for 2023 so far.  The April Fool’s 
Rally in Coffeyville, KS will be May 31 – Apr 
1, 2023.  The flyer for this rally is on page 5 
of this Newsletter and will be posted on our 
website. Also, the Southwest Louisiana 
Retreads are planning a rally for Apr. 27 – 
29, 2023.  I will post that flyer as soon as it 
is available.  North Arkansas is in the 
planning stages for Spring Fling 2023 and 
will put out flyers soon.  There are also flyers 
for four out of region Retread Rallies in 
2023.  Flyers for these rallies start on page 
5. These flyers will also be posted on our 
website 
 
Keep the shinny side up… 
 

Omar & Dorothy Crafton 
Phone: 870-620-0025 
Email: gwregion@gmail.com 

Website:  gatewayregionalretreads.com 
Facebook:   Gateway Regional Retreads 

Gateway Regional Directors 
 

Omar & Dorothy Crafton 
36 Waterfront Circle 
Lakeview, AR 72642 
Phone: 870-620-0025 
Email: gwregion@gmail.com 
 
Newsletter Editor  
 
Dorothy Crafton   
Phone:  870-620-0025  
Cell:  870-421-2639 
Email: gwregion@gmail.com 
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REMINDER – The membership application for 2023 is in this newsletter.  Please fill out and 

sign a new application for 2023 and send in with your check.  See Page 11 of this newsletter 

for the new 2023 application. 
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January  & Feburary 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
Go to our website to the Home  and then Click on 
“Birthday” button on the What's New page to view the 
card. 

 
http://gatewayregionalretreads.com 
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Salina Ks Area Retreads Meeting 
Huddle House 
Salina, KS 
 
November 2022 
We had three members and one guest this month.  Our birthday person was Shirley Jones.  We had 
a good time visiting and talking about what is going on next year. 
 
In December we did not have a meeting due to the weather. 
 
Dan and Shirley Jones 
Salina KS Area Reps 
 
. 

 

 
 

North Arkansas Retreads 
November  
 
  
 
December 
 
We held our Annual Christmas Party on 10th at the Eagles Club in Midway, AR.  We had 25 Retreads 
come to the party and from the pictures, all had a great time.  Click the link to YouTube to view the 
slideshow.   https://youtu.be/6k_lzc-tzew 

 
Omar & I want to wish all Gateway Regional Retreads a very HAPPY NEW YEAR 2023.  
 

Omar & Dorothy Crafton 
Acting N. Ark State Reps 
870-620-0025    Email:  gwregion@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Salina KS Area Retreads® 

 

North Arkansas Retreads® - Cont. 

https://youtu.be/6k_lzc-tzew
mailto:gwregion@gmail.com
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Motorcycle Group Riding 

Group rides can become dangerous due to the following reasons, according to the Motorcycle Safety 
Foundation (MSF): 

 Riders covering too much of the roadway, or driving side by side 
 Mixing riders of various skill levels 
 Riders falling behind the group 

It's a good idea to create guidelines beforehand to reduce the unpredictability of a group ride. And, in 
general, Motorcycle.com recommends that riders wait to participate in group rides until they have 
1,000 miles of experience. 

Rules for motorcycle group rides 

1. Be prepared before going to the ride 

Riders should fuel up their motorcycle with a full tank of gas and carry a cellphone in case of 
emergencies, says the MSF. You should also have at least one rider carrying a first-aid kit and toolkit, 
as well as any other necessities your group may need. 

2. Hold a pre-ride meeting 

MSF says it's a good idea to get together with all the riders beforehand to talk about things like your 
ride strategy, stops and ride length. You can also use this time to discuss the hand signals your group 
should know. The MSF also recommends that riders learn each other's skill sets, so those with less 
experience can be monitored during the ride. 

3.  Select a group lead and sweep 

Consider having the most experienced riders be the lead and the sweep, recommends Rider 
Magazine. The lead is positioned at the head of the group, and the sweep rides at the back of the 
group. Rider Magazine also recommends positioning the least experienced rider in the second 
position of the group. 

4. Keep your group's size manageable 

Rider Magazine says your group size should be no more than seven riders. If it exceeds that, 
consider creating subgroups. These groups should also have their own lead and sweep, says MSF. 

5. Stagger your riding formation 

While you want to keep your motorcycle group relatively tight, you should also maintain some space 
to give riders time to swerve or brake, if needed, says Motorcycle Cruiser. 

Consider a staggered formation where the leader rides on the left side of the lane. Then, the second  

Continued next page.. 

https://www.msf-usa.org/downloads/group_ride.pdf
https://www.msf-usa.org/downloads/group_ride.pdf
https://www.motorcycle.com/rider-safety/group-riding-101-88695.html
https://www.allstate.com/resources/home-insurance/making-a-first-aid-kit
https://ridermagazine.com/2019/10/31/group-riding-best-practices/
https://ridermagazine.com/2019/10/31/group-riding-best-practices/
https://www.motorcyclecruiser.com/group-motorcycle-riding/
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rider should position themselves on the right side of the lane at least a few motorcycle lengths behind 
the leader (MSF recommends riders stay at least one second apart in distance). Continue this pattern 

so riders are staggered appropriately. 

If your group is cruising on curvy roads, or conditions create poor visibility, MSF recommends using a 
single-file formation. You should also increase the following distance between riders to at least two 
seconds. 

6. Stay aware of your group's riders while on the road 

Each rider should periodically check their rearview mirrors to ensure no one is left behind, says the 
MSF. You should also make a point to watch the leader of your group so you don't miss hand signals, 
says Rider Magazine. 

7. Have a plan if a rider gets separated 

Have a procedure in place ahead of time in case a rider in your group gets separated. That way, the 
rider won't feel pressured to speed and catch back up to the group, says the MSF. If someone does 
fall back, the formation should slow down to allow them to catch up. 

8. Know What to Do If Someone Leaves the group 

If someone plans to leave during the ride, be sure to have a plan in place to reassemble the 
staggered formation, says MSF. While doing this, riders move up to the next available position — and 
not pass each other. This can help minimize risks that riders may face when passing others within a 
single lane. 

9. Take plenty of breaks 

It's a good idea to take frequent breaks to rest and eat, says the MSF. This can help minimize the risk 
of riders feeling fatigue on the road. 

What not to do while on a group ride 

It's equally important to know what not to do when riding in a group. Here are some behaviors to 
avoid, according to MSF: 

 Don't ride side-by-side in the same lane. This is because you may not have enough room if you need 
to swerve to avoid a car or oncoming hazard. 

 Don't show off. Avoid competitions with your group mates, tailgating or passing other riders. 
 Don't overlook safety gear. Consider wearing a helmet, protective clothing and face or eye protection. 

Having guidelines for a group ride can help keep your entire group on the same page and prepared 
for what's ahead. Remember these tips as you get ready for your next adventure on the road so you 
can help keep the group (and yourself) safe. 

https://msf-usa.org/downloads/mom_v16_color_hi_res.pdf
https://www.allstate.com/resources/motorcycle-insurance/choosing-protective-gear
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2023 

 
           New ______ OR  Renewal _____   Date:  _____________ 

 
Name _________________________    Spouse _________________________ 
 
Address ________________________   Phone  ______________________ 
 
City ____________________________  State ________ Zip ____________ 
 
Email __________________________   Wedding Anniversary ____/____/____ 

 
Birthday   _____/_____/_____                 Spouse ____/____/____   
 
American Motorcycle Membership # _______________ and _____________   
 

- PLEASE READ &SIGN.  IF A COUPLE - BOTH MUST SIGN - 

 
I understand that the Retreads® cannot assume responsibility for any aspect of my safety and that if 
I participate in any event, I do so voluntarily on my own assessment of my ability, assuming all risk; 
and I release and hold harmless the Retreads®  Motorcycle Club for any injury or loss to my 
person, property which might result there from.  I understand that this means that I agree not to sue 
the Retreads® for any injury resulting to myself or my property at any such event. 
 
Signature __________________________        Spouse ____________________________ 
 
Current Card Number_______________ Current Card Number _________________ 
 
 
Member Donation:    $25.00 per Couple for 1 yr.   $____________ 

   $20.00 for Single for 1 yr.      $____________   

 

 Donation Amount (to support your local chapter) (Optional)  $_____________ 

 Chapter /Area___________________________________________________ 
 
 Make check out to:   GATEWAY REGIONAL RETREADS® 
 Mail to:  36 Waterfront Circle 
    Lakeview, AR 72642 
 

DO NOT WRITE BELOW THIS LINE - FOR REGIONAL USE ONLY:  
 

New Card Number _______________ & ______________ Date Mailed _____/______/______ 
 

 

  

 

(Year is NOT 
required) 

X X 

 

 

 

Application for Membership 
Retread® Motorcycle Club International, Inc., 

Gateway Regional Retreads® 
AMA Charter 32338  
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GATEWAY REGIONAL RETREADS® 
36 Waterfront Circle 
Lakeview, AR 72642 
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